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Prompt: I am teaching Greek literature to my grade 10 learners. We are in
Gloucestershire, English and my students seem to spend most of their time on
social media. I do have students who enjoy sport or music and I've noticed a
few have anime cartoon stickers. Please suggest 5 ways I can connect Greek
literature to their interests.

Here are 5 ways to bridge Greek literature with your Year 10 students’ world:

1. Social Media Storytelling Formats Have students retell Greek myths as
Instagram stories, TikTok videos, or Twitter threads. They could create a "day in
the life" of Odysseus as Instagram stories during his journey home, or imagine
Meded's perspective as a series of increasingly unhinged tweets. This makes the
emotional arcs and dramatic conflicts immediately relatable while using
formats they're fluent in.

2. Anime and Manga Connections Your anime fans are already consuming
stories steeped in Greek narrative DNA. Shows like Affack on Titan explore fate
vs. free will (very Oedipus), Neon Genesis Evangelion is full of tragic heroes, and
Fate/Stay Nightliterally reimagines historical and mythological figures. Ask
students to identify Greek tragic elements in their favourite anime - the
hamartia (fatal flaw), hubris, or inevitable doom. They could even design a
Greek hero as an anime character with stats and backstory.

3. Sports and the Agon (Contest) Greek literature is obsessed with competition
- athletic, verbal, and moral. Connect the Iliad's athletic funeral games to
modern sports culture, or explore how Greek tragic debates (agon scenes)
mirror sports rivalries and trash talk. Students could stage a debate between
Creon and Antigone as if it were pre-match commentary, or analyse how athlete
interviews echo heroic boasting in Homer.

4. Playlist the Tragedy Have students create Spotify playlists that capture the
emotional journey of a Greek play or epic. Which songs match Achilles' rage?
What's on Meded's revenge playlist? This helps them engage with the emotional
authenticity of these ancient texts while using a medium they know intimately.

5. Meme the Myth Greek literature is actually perfect meme material - the
situations are dramatic, absurd, and emotionally extreme. Students could create
meme compilations explaining plot points ("Nobody: / Absolutely nobody: /
Oedipus: Let me solve this mystery about who killed the king"), or show how
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Greek archetypal situations still play out today. This honours both the humour
and the universality of these stories.

These approaches validate their existing literacy while showing that Greek
literature isn't distant or dusty - it's the foundation of the stories they're already
consuming.
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